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Malabar Whistling Thrush is one of the early risers in the Western Ghats; it has a beautiful song! 
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Overview  

 

The western Ghats in the state of Kerala is one of those well-known birding destinations in India 

that has a lot to offer and is well worth a visit, having a warm tropical climate that is home to 

many endemic species. The state is a popular tourist destination and has many attractions. One of 

the main attractions are the beautiful hillsides of Munnar, covered with tea plantations; this area 

has over 2000 hotels, many overlooking the picturesque scenery.  

This tour was a shortened version of the full Birding Tour India: The South - Western Ghats 

and Nilgiri Endemics that we offer, but we only visited two main sites, those of Munnar and 

Thattekad. We did well to record 154 species in the five full days of birding that we had, and this 

list contains a high percentage of the endemic species and localized winter visitors. Specials that 

we enjoyed included the likes of Indian Pitta, White-bellied and Heart-spotted Woodpeckers, 

Malabar Trogon, Malabar Barbet, Sri Lankan Frogmouth, Black Baza, Mottled Wood 

Owl, Great Eared Nightjar, Asian Fairy-bluebird, Palani Laughingthrush, White-bellied 

Blue Robin, Black-and-orange Flycatcher, and many more! 

 

 

Day 1, 7 March 2018. Arrival and birding in Munnar 

We departed Delhi early in the morning to catch our flight to Cochin. We arrived safely around 

lunch time and grabbed a southern-Indian-style meal on the way to Munnar. Fueled-up and ready 

to go we made sure that we did some birding along the way. The first endemic species that we 

picked up was Blue-winged (Malabar) Parakeet, which was feeding on a roadside fruiting tree. 

Soon to follow were the likes of Crimson-backed Sunbird, Nilgiri Flowerpecker, White-

cheeked and Malabar Barbets, Golden-fronted Leafbird, Asian Fairy-bluebird, a family of 

Rufous Babblers, Southern Hill Myna, and even more White-cheeked Barbets. The latter, we 

soon realized, was one of the most common species in this part of India. We didn’t have too 

much time left before dark, but we did manage to squeeze in a really nice sighting of the 

endemic Palani (Kerala) Laughingthrush!  

 

 
It was really great to catch up with Palani (Kerala) Laughingthrush early on near Munnar. 

http://birdingecotours.com/tour/birding-tour-india-the-south-western-ghats-and-nilgiri-endemics-2019
http://birdingecotours.com/tour/birding-tour-india-the-south-western-ghats-and-nilgiri-endemics-2019


3 | T  R  I  P    R  E  P  O  R  T                India: Western Ghats March 2018 

 

Two birds were hopping around the base of the dense foliage alongside the road to the lodge; 

occasionally they would come out for a few seconds for some good views. To add to the 

excitement of the laughingthrushes were a couple of Indian Swiftlets flying into a nearby cave 

to roost. We arrived at the lodge in Munnar and were incredibly excited to see what tomorrow 

would have in store.  

 

Day 2, 8 March 2018. Full day birding at Munnar  

Today would be the first full day we would have in southern India, a day we were greatly 

looking forward to. The climate in the state of Kerala is mostly tropical and very humid, and 

much of the vegetation was very much like other tropical Asian destinations, with many palms 

and broad-leafed trees in the lower altitudes. Munnar, however, is almost one mile above sea 

level and is slightly cooler, with different, fine-leaved vegetation. Our first few species this 

morning included a couple of vocal Malabar Whistling Thrushes, a single male Grey 

Junglefowl, and a dapper-looking pair of Indian Scimitar Babblers hopping around in a 

flowering bush. A juvenile Crested Goshawk was also nearby, being mobbed by a few Indian 

Jungle Crows. All this was happening while we were waiting for White-bellied Blue Robin to 

appear. The robin did eventually show quite well after ten minutes of skulking around in the low 

scrub. Other interesting birds that morning were Jungle Myna, Hill Swallow, Shikra, Blue-

winged Parakeet, and Brahminy Kite. On the mammal front, Malabar Giant Squirrel was an 

awesome distraction from the birds – a very large squirrel as the name suggests, and one with a 

lot of character.  Black-and-orange Flycatcher was also truly interesting; both male and female 

birds showed nicely.  

 

 
A showy Blue-winged Parakeet 

 

We tracked back to the lodge for a typical Kerala-style lunch, and thereafter we did some birding 

around the lodge grounds. We encountered Indian Blue Robin (previously thought to be in the 

same genus as the nightingales and rubythroats), Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, and Blue-capped 

Rock Thrush, all of which were showing at close quarters. Then we headed out again through 

some of the scenic scenery of tea plantations and rocky hillsides that in the right time of year 

(December to January) are good to see the Endangered (IUCN) Nilgiri Tahr. Nilgiri Wood 
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Pigeon inhabits the woody patches in Munnar at around 1500m above sea level. We spent some 

time looking for it, and at about 17:00, when things were cooling off, we picked up a bird that 

came into a nearby fruiting tree. Other species in this area were also enjoyable; these included 

the likes of Grey-fronted Green Pigeon, Red Spurfowl, Yellow-browed Greenbul, Oriental 

White-eye, Golden-fronted Leafbird, and White-cheeked and Malabar Barbets, as well as 

Black-rumped Flameback. We called it a day and looked forward to tomorrow's birding.  

 

Day 3, 9 March 2018. Munnar to Thattekad 

Well, today was a truly cracking day (as South African birders would say). We started with some 

birding around the lodge in Munnar and then made our way to the well-known Western Ghats 

birding location of Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. The morning session was fairly slow, but it did 

have one or two surprises and was definitely enjoyable. Nilgiri Pipit was the only endemic 

proving to be tough to find, so we gave it one last try at another site, but unfortunately, because 

of fires at this time of year in the grassy hillsides, the bird was nowhere to be found. We did, 

however, have a super-enjoyable walk up the hillside – on the way up we spotted a pair of 

Painted Bush Quail, which paused to give some nice looks. Other species in the area here 

included Nilgiri Wood Pigeon, Nilgiri Flowerpecker, Loten’s and Purple Sunbirds, 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater, Vernal Hanging Parrot, a lovely pair of Bonelli’s Eagles, 

Square-tailed Bulbul, and Blue-capped Rock Thrush. A few Brown-cheeked Fulvettas were 

also a welcome addition.  

Once we arrived in Thattekad we checked into our accommodation and then made our way out 

for an afternoon birding session. There was some excitement, though, just as we were going to 

leave: Heart-spotted Woodpecker! I spotted a male bird land in the tree in front of us, and we 

had great views for quite some time. What a strange but spectacular bird!  

 

 
The unusual Heart-spotted Woodpecker was one of the highlights of the whole southern India 

tour. It has a strange body shape and a really thin neck. 

 

Being the wintering grounds for many species, the dense woodlands of Thattekad’s lowlands 

hold a few gems, but none more spectacular than Indian Pitta. We knew they were in the area 
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where we were birding this afternoon, but we feared that they had already started moving back 

north to breed. Amazingly, though, we were in luck and picked one up calling nearby – not too 

much time passed and we had some visuals. A pitta is a phenomenal bird in any country at any 

time, and we thoroughly enjoyed this bird; it was definitely one of the highlights for the group.  

 

 
Indian Pitta was certainly a personal highlight! We managed to connect with this one just weeks 

before it would leave to its breeding grounds in the north. 

 

We also picked up many other great species in the same patch: Common Flameback, Blue-

faced Malkoha, Green Imperial Pigeon, Greater Racket-tailed, Bronzed, and Ashy 

Drongos, Malabar Grey Hornbill, and Common Hawk-Cuckoo. With dusk upon us we 

moved to a known location for another star bird, the massive Great Eared Nightjar. The 

nightjar is erratic, but this evening we were in the right place at the right time and had superb 

flight visuals of a bird calling over a small wetland. We were also treated to a pair of Indian 

Scops Owls that came right in above our heads as we were enjoying a freshly-made cup of tea.  

 

Day 4, 10 March 2018. Thattekad 

Well, this morning would turn out to be one of the best of the tour, a full morning in the 

Thattekad Bird Sanctuary. Thattekad, literally meaning “flat forest”, was described by Salim Ali, 

the famous Indian ornithologist, as the richest bird habitat on peninsular India. The beautiful 

mixed woodland patch that we birded was fairly small but was still good for 65 species in five 

hours of birding. We started really early and before sunrise picked up some Ashy 

Woodswallows on the bridge near the entrance to the reserve, and Orange Minivet and Green 

Imperial Pigeon were also spotted before we arrived at the hotspot for the morning. One of the 

biggest woodpeckers in the world, White-bellied Woodpecker, had a territory in the sanctuary, 

and we heard a pair calling on the ridge line. We managed some good scope views as they 

moved along the rocky ridge line from tree to tree, drumming (it sounding a bit like a jack-

hammer at a construction site!). The area was alive with activity, and many bird parties were 

active, including Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Blythe’s Starling, 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Malabar Woodshrike, Asian Fairy-bluebird, and Crimson-

backed and Purple Sunbirds,  and  the roller-like Oriental Dollarbird was super enjoyable. A 
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Malabar Grey Hornbill was moving back and forth to and from an active nest site, bringing 

food for its young. We occasionally heard the call of Malabar Trogon in some of the thicker 

habitat in the sanctuary but didn’t manage to get any visuals in the first couple of  hours. Instead 

we went past a known site for Sri Lanka Frogmouth, where a pair was roosting about ten feet 

off the ground  ̶  a real treat for the group. We had a few more sightings of White-bellied 

Woodpecker, Flame-throated Bulbul, and a pair of Heart-Spotted Woodpeckers digging a 

few grubs out of the bark of trees;  they all were really great. Later that morning we did enjoy 

Malabar Trogon; however, we only managed to find a couple of female birds and knew that 

seeing the male would really make our day. Another sighting of Indian Pitta was not to be 

sniffed at; in fact this surprise sighting was potentially better than the first sighting that we really 

had to work to get it into the open. Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker and both Indian 

Golden and Black-naped Orioles were enjoyable additions.  

 

 
A roosting pair of Sri Lanka Frogmouths. 

 

One of the group's big targets was the diminutive raptor, Black Baza. So we headed out that 

afternoon with this being our main target. Our local guide had superb site knowledge and took us 

to a spot where they can be seen flying by in the late afternoon. Incredibly, we didn’t just have 

one or two but not less than five Black Baza fly by, with two of the birds perching atop the tall 

trees in front of us. Truly a top sighting – high fives all around! Other species that were worthy 

of being mentioned in the same light as the baza were Blue-tailed Bee-eater, a pair of Rufous 

Woodpeckers, and a beautiful male Purple-rumped Sunbird. 



7 | T  R  I  P    R  E  P  O  R  T                India: Western Ghats March 2018 

 

We stayed out once again into dusk to try for some nightjars and owls. Whiskered and River 

Terns were both performing at a nearby river, while Dusky Crag Martin and Little Swift flew 

around overhead. We were rewarded richly just as dusk hit when a Mottled Wood Owl flew 

from a large dead tree behind us and then perched for us to get a good view. We even managed 

to scope it and see the mottled plumage before it flew away into the dark skies. Jerdon’s 

Nightjar proved tough once again, but a single bird did eventually respond to the call, and we 

had brief views. Then we called it a night and settled in with an excellent meal and enough time 

to go through our impressive list for the day.  

 

Day 5, 11 March 2018. Thattekad 

Having previously only heard the Banded Bay Cuckoo we were on the lookout for it and soon 

were successful in getting some good scope views of this fairly elusive cuckoo. We also did well 

this morning to add the likes of Red Spurfowl, better looks at Grey Junglefowl, Chestnut-

tailed Starling, and finally a male Malabar Trogon! Seeing a male trogon with its incredible 

crimson underside  really does make the species come alive in the dark, green surroundings.  

 

 
The male Malabar Trogon  

 

A species that some members of the group were really hoping to see was a member of the 

Nectariniidae (sunbird) family, Little Spiderhunter. We were fortunate to hear one muttering 

away in the canopy of some lower foliage and managed to have nice views of this hyperactive 

species.  

The state of Kerala is also home to many other interesting fauna. One particularly interesting 

species in the Thattekad area is the Southern Flying Lizard (Draco dussumieri); this interesting 

reptile has flaps of skin alongside its body that it can spread out to use to glide between trees. 

Some of us were fortunate enough to catch this movement and see them glide between trees, 

quite a strange sight!  

Another great sighting, even though they are common in many parts of Asia, was seeing both the 

rufous and the white morph of Asian Paradise Flycatcher – it is truly remarkable how some of 



8 | T  R  I  P    R  E  P  O  R  T                India: Western Ghats March 2018 

 

the most common birds of a region can be the most spectacular! The region was also “full up” 

with many beautiful butterfly species, some many times the size of the diminutive Crimson-

backed Sunbird cruising around the flowering trees. We gave Sri Lanka Bay Owl our best go 

this evening as well, but due to the fact that they are breeding at this time of year we struggled 

and weren’t able to pick it up. After a great day we called it a night.  

 

Day 6, 12 March 2018. Final birding and departure   

This was our final morning in Kerala, and fittingly we headed back to one of the hotspots near 

Thattekad to try and find a few of the trickier birds that we had missed up to this point. We had a 

slow morning and could not locate the likes of Rufous-winged Cuckoo, Sri Lanka Bay Owl, and 

Brown Wood Owl. But we did pick up Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher, which was new for our list, 

and Flame-throated Bulbul, Lesser Yellownape, Vernal Hanging Parrot, and Malabar Grey 

Hornbill once again. The roadside marshlands on our drive to the airport provided us with Grey-

headed Swamphen, Black-headed Ibis, Wood Sandpiper, and many Indian Pond Herons, 

while one of the towns we passed through delivered a pale-form Crested Honey Buzzard.  

 

 
The only thrush we saw in the south, Orange-headed Thrush,  was a stunner. 

 

Our time in India had come to an end, but there were no complaints, as together with our 

preceding tour to northern India we had recorded well over 450 species and visited some really 

amazing places. The south-India extension to our northern trip was an exciting tour, and it really 

goes to show how diverse the birding in India is.  
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One of two species in Irenidae, Asian Fairy-bluebird was fairly common in the south and is 

certainly a beautiful species. 

 

 

 

South India Custom Tour Bird List March 2018 

Bold = country endemic 

Status: NT = Near-threatened, VU = Vulnerable, EN = Endangered 

Common name Scientific name Trip 

  ANSERIFORMES   

Ducks, Geese and Swans   Anatidae   

Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica 1 

Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus 1 

  GALLIFORMES   

Pheasants and allies   Phasianidae   

Painted Bush Quail Perdicula erythrorhyncha 1 

Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea 1 

Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii 1 

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus 1 

  PODICIPEDIFORMES   

Grebes  Podicipedidae   

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 

  CICONIIFORMES   

Storks  Ciconiidae   

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans 1 

  PELECANIFORMES   
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Ibises, Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae   

Black-headed Ibis - NT Threskiornis melanocephalus 1 

Herons, Bitterns   Ardeidae   

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii 1 

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 1 

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 1 

Great Egret Ardea alba 1 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 

  SULIFORMES   

Cormorants, Shags   Phalacrocoracidae   

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 1 

Anhingas, Darters   Anhingidae   

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster 1 

  ACCIPITRIFORMES   

Kites, Hawks and Eagles   Accipitridae   

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 

Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes 1 

Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata 1 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 1 

Shikra Accipiter badius 1 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 1 

  GRUIFORMES   

Rails, Crakes and Coots   Rallidae   

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 1 

  CHARADRIIFORMES   

Plovers   Charadriidae   

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus 1 

Jacanas   Jacanidae   

Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus 1 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers   Laridae   

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1 

River Tern - NT Sterna aurantia 1 

  COLUMBIFORMES   

Pigeons, Doves  Columbidae   

Rock Dove Columba livia 1 

Nilgiri Wood Pigeon - VU Columba elphinstonii 1 

Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis 1 

Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica 1 

Grey-fronted Green Pigeon Treron affinis 1 
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Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea 1 

  CUCULIFORMES   

Cuckoos   Cuculidae   

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis 1 

Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 1 

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus 1 

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii 1 

Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius 1 

  STRIGIFORMES   

Owls   Strigidae   

Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena 1 

Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis 1 

Mottled Wood Owl Strix ocellata 1 

Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum 1 

  CAPRIMULGIFORMES   

Frogmouths   Podargidae   

Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger 1 

Nightjars   Caprimulgidae   

Great Eared Nightjar Lyncornis macrotis 1 

Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis 1 

  APODIFORMES   

Treeswifts   Hemiprocnidae   

Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata 1 

Swifts   Apodidae   

Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor 1 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1 

Little Swift Apus affinis 1 

  TROGONIFORMES   

Trogons   Trogonidae   

Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus 1 

  CORACIIFORMES   

Rollers   Coraciidae   

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis 1 

Oriental Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 1 

Kingfishers   Alcedinidae   

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis 1 

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 1 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 1 

Bee-eaters   Meropidae   
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Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis 1 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus 1 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti 1 

  BUCEROTIFORMES   

Hornbills   Bucerotidae   

Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus 1 

  PICIFORMES   

Asian Barbets   Megalaimidae   

White-cheeked Barbet Psilopogon viridis 1 

Malabar Barbet Psilopogon malabaricus 1 

Woodpeckers   Picidae   

Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente 1 

Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus nanus 1 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis 1 

Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus 1 

Common Flameback Dinopium javanense 1 

Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense 1 

Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus 1 

Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus 1 

  FALCONIFORMES   

Caracaras, Falcons   Falconidae   

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 1 

  PSITTACIFORMES   

Old World Parrots   Psittaculidae   

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala 1 

Blue-winged Parakeet Psittacula columboides 1 

Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis 1 

  PASSERIFORMES   

Pittas   Pittidae   

Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura 1 

Woodshrikes and allies  Tephrodornithidae   

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus 1 

Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis sylvicola 1 

Woodswallows, Butcherbirds  Artamidae   

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus 1 

Ioras   Aegithinidae   

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia 1 

Cuckooshrikes   Campephagidae   

Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei 1 
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Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 1 

Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 1 

Shrikes   Laniidae   

Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 1 

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach 1 

Figbirds, Orioles & Turnagra   Oriolidae   

Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo 1 

Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis 1 

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus 1 

Drongos   Dicruridae   

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus 1 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus 1 

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus 1 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus 1 

Monarchs   Monarchidae   

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 1 

Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 1 

Crows, Jays   Corvidae   

Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda 1 

White-bellied Treepie Dendrocitta leucogastra 1 

House Crow Corvus splendens 1 

Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus 1 

Fairy Flycatchers   Stenostiridae   

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis 1 

Tits, Chickadees   Paridae   

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus 1 

Bulbuls   Pycnonotidae   

Flame-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus gularis 1 

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus 1 

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 1 

Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas indica 1 

Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa 1 

Swallows, Martins   Hirundinidae   

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1 

Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola 1 

Eurasian Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 1 

Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor 1 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 1 

Leaf Warblers and allies   Phylloscopidae   
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Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus 1 

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 1 

Tytler's Leaf Warbler - NT Phylloscopus tytleri 1 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris 1 

Reed Warblers and allies   Acrocephalidae   

Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 1 

Cisticolas and allies   Cisticolidae   

Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis 1 

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius 1 

Babblers, Scimitar Babblers   Timaliidae   

Indian Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus horsfieldii 1 

Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps 1 

Fulvettas, Ground Babblers   Pellorneidae   

Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala 1 

Laughingthrushes & allies   Leiothrichidae   

Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufa 1 

Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata 1 

Palani Laughingthrush - NT Montecincla fairbanki 1 

White-eyes   Zosteropidae   

Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus 1 

Fairy-bluebirds   Irenidae   

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella 1 

Nuthatches   Sittidae   

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis 1 

Starlings, Rhabdornis  Sturnidae   

Southern Hill Myna Gracula indica 1 

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus 1 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 1 

Malabar Starling Sturnia blythii 1 

Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica 1 

Thrushes   Turdidae   

Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina 1 

Chats, Old World Flycatchers   Muscicapidae   

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 1 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 1 

Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui 1 

White-bellied Blue Flycatcher Cyornis pallidipes 1 

Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyias albicaudatus 1 

Indian Blue Robin Larvivora brunnea 1 
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White-bellied Blue Robin - EN Sholicola albiventris 1 

Malabar Whistling Thrush Myophonus horsfieldii 1 

Black-and-orange Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa 1 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha 1 

Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata 1 

Leafbirds   Chloropseidae   

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons 1 

Flowerpeckers   Dicaeidae   

Nilgiri Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor 1 

Sunbirds   Nectariniidae   

Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica 1 

Crimson-backed Sunbird Leptocoma minima 1 

Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus 1 

Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius 1 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra 1 

Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches   Passeridae   

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1 

Wagtails, Pipits   Motacillidae   

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus 1 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 1 

White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis 1 

Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi 1 

Finches, Euphonias   Fringillidae   

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 1 

TOTAL 154 

 

 

South India Custom Tour Wildlife List March 2018 
Common name Scientific name Trip 

MAMMALS 

  PRIMATES   

  Cercopithecidae   

Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata 1 

  RODENTIA   

  Sciuridae   

Indian (Three Striped) Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum 1 

Malabar Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica 1 

Dusky-striped Squirrel  Funambulus sublineatus 1 

TOTAL 4 

REPTILES 
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  SQUAMATA   

  Agamidae   

Southern Flying Lizard Draco dussumieri 1 

TOTAL 1 

 


