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Western and Northern Cape Trip Report – November 2014 

By Errol de Beer 

 

This was a custom-made trip to the endemic-rich Western and Northern Cape provinces, 
where Kalahari sands meet the ageless Karoo in all its stark beauty. We started with a day or 
two in the spectacular Western Cape, which included some birding around the city of Cape 
Town as well as the southernmost point of Africa, where the Agulhas plains hosts some 
pretty special birds. During this trip and the pre-cursor trip to this one that covered the eastern 
part of the country we found all the possible bustards and korhaans (small bustards) for South 
Africa. 

 

Day 1, 6th November. Cape Town to the Agulhas Plains 

I met Frances, the new kid on the block so to speak, at the City Lodge in Cape Town. While 
the rest of the group had already done the eastern part of the country with me, Frances would 
only be joining this leg of the trip. We left the City Lodge and went on to collect the rest of 
the group at a nearby hotel, from where we headed east over the Cape Flats towards the 
Overberg.  

Our first stop was at the small village of Rooiels, famous as one of the more accessible and 
reliable spots for the much sought-after Cape Rockjumper. We enjoyed a couple of Cape 
Sugarbirds on a nearby protea, and Cape Bunting showed well. We finally spotted the 
rockjumper high up on a boulder and got the scopes to work. Everyone had reasonably good 
views of a fairly distant bird. African Black Swift was very much in evidence and was 
joined by the occasional Alpine Swift. A majestic Verreaux’s Eagle made a flyby just 
before we pushed on, with our next stop at Stony Point for the African Penguins.  

This is my favored site for the penguins as it has a very natural feel to it, and it surely didn’t 
disappoint today, with lots of African Penguins visible, which were joined also by White-
breasted, Bank, and Cape Cormorants.  

Lunch was at another of the Western Cape’s gems, Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. Lunch 
took forever, however, so our birding was a tad limited. But we still managed good looks at 
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Karoo Prinia, Swee Waxbill, Orange-breasted Sunbird, Fiscal Flycatcher, and 
Brimstone Canary.  

We had to push hard now to reach our destination, so birding stops were limited, but we did 
squeeze in a stop for a pair of Peregrine Falcons attacking some White-necked Ravens, and 
who wouldn’t stop for Blue Cranes? A displaying male Denham’s Bustard concluded our 
day. 

Day 2, 7th November. Agulhas Plains back to Cape Town (Bloubergstrand) 

I met Sarah, Lloyd, and Frances out in the garden at first light with coffee in hand, marveling 
at several Cape Sugarbirds crowding around the nectar feeders. The seed feeders attracted 
Cape Weaver, Streaky-headed Seedeater, Pin-tailed Whydah, and Cape Sparrow, while 
Speckled Mousebird and Cape Bulbul indulged in the apples. Malachite Sunbirds were in 
marvelous color and were joined by Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, while a Bar-
throated Apalis jumped from bush to bush.  

An estuary we visited held some good birds, such as Grey Plover, Whimbrel, Marsh 
Sandpiper, African Darter, Caspian Tern, Sandwich Tern, Kelp Gull, Little Egret, and 
Grey Heron. The find of the day was not a single bird, however, but two: first a cracking 
Southern Tchagra appearing out of nowhere and then a solitary Knysna Woodpecker that 
we kept hearing but struggled to locate, which we eventually did.  

Upon leaving, the exit road proved very birdy with Denham’s Bustard, Blue Crane, Red-
capped Lark, Kittlitz’s Plover, Capped Wheatear, and Bokmakierie in attendance. 
Further along we found another of our targets, Agulhas Long-billed Lark, in close 
proximity to Large-billed Lark. Other finds here included Karoo Scrub Robin, White-
throated Canary, and Grey-backed Cisticola. We also heard a Southern Black Korhaan 
but sadly had no visuals. Another cracking bird came in the form of a Black Harrier, a bird 
that is always special on any trip.  

The rest of the day was mostly spent traveling, and we reached our guesthouse in the late 
afternoon, with some folks opting for a walk along a vlei, where they raked up Purple 
Heron, Great White Pelican, and African Marsh Harrier. 

Day 3, 8th November. Cape Town to Springbok 

A big drive awaited us as we prepared to make our way to the Northern Cape, in particular to 
the town of Springbok. Luckily we managed to arrange an early breakfast and thus scored 
some time in getting on the road. Most of the birding today was going to be high-speed 
birding, as everyone was keen to get to our destination. This meant that we would forfeit 
certain birds that would not be possible further north, but it was a sacrifice the group deemed 
worth taking.  

We did have Great White Pelican fly over again just as we left the lodge and Purple Heron 
a bit further on as we crossed a bridge over a small vlei. Several large and/or colorful birds 
such as African Sacred Ibis, Jackal Buzzard, Steppe Buzzard, White-necked Raven, 
Rock Kestrel and Southern Red Bishop made it onto the high-speed list, but the find of the 
day was a pair of Ludwig’s Bustards just before the town of Kamieskroon. This time we did 
stop and managed superb scope views.  

We arrived at the lodge with enough time to still have a walk around before dark and quickly 
notched up some good birds, which included Acacia Pied Barbet, White-backed 



Mousebird, Karoo Prinia, Malachite Sunbird, and Bokmakierie. As we walked slightly 
higher and away from the lodge we could hear Southern Black Korhaan. This is a bird I had 
almost given up on, as we were at the very edge of its range here. We failed in trying to flush 
the first bird, but soon after unintentionally flushed a second male, getting great flight views 
in the process. Another great find came in the form of Damara Canary at a drinking point.  

This was primarily a driving day, but a day that still delivered a few superb birds. 

Day 4, 9th November. Springbok and surrounds, with a drive to Kleinsee 

A blanket of fog surrounded our lodge as we met for a session of early morning birding 
before breakfast. The fog made things a tad difficult, but persevere we did, and slowly but 
surely notched up a few species, nothing really new but several repeats from the previous 
afternoon. Karoo Thrush was a new face, however, and we also managed better views of 
Southern Double-collared Sunbird.  

After breakfast we made our way back to Springbok and ultimately to the Goegap Nature 
Reserve, but a few stops en route on the R355 west of town yielded European Bee-eater, 
Namaqua Dove, a pair of Namaqua Sandgrouse, and cracking views of Rufous-eared 
Warbler as well as Karoo Chat. Another stop produced several Mountain Wheatears, and 
then a dry riverbed yielded Pririt Batis, Grey-backed Cisticola, White-throated Canary, 
and Southern Masked Weaver. There also were two sudden stops, both for perched raptors, 
the first a Lanner Falcon and then a superb Martial Eagle.  

We arrived at the gate to Goegap Nature Reserve just to learn that our plans to have lunch 
there would not be possible, as the restaurant was not operational. Nevertheless, we entered 
the park and soon found Capped Wheatear, Ant-eating Chat, Verreaux’s Eagle, Little 
Swift, and Familiar Chat, as well as a pair of Spike-heeled Larks. The circular drive 
produced the hoped-for Karoo Eremomela – several of these dapper little birds putting in a 
good showing – followed by Large-billed Lark and Rock Kestrel. Gemsbok and springbok 
were plentiful and even provided some good photo opportunities. Great views were also had 
of southern rock agama and Karoo girdled lizard.   

After a scrumptious lunch in Springbok we returned to our lodge, bumping into Booted 
Eagle on the way. We dropped Sandra and Kay at the lodge, as they opted out of the long 
afternoon drive to Kleinsee. The rest of us departed soon after, but not before Sarah got us 
onto a beautifully posed Grey-winged Francolin.  

It was a rather long drive to Kleinsee, and this meant that we would have very little time to 
explore. But we made the best of it and headed straight for the mouth of the Buffels River, 
where we found several Greater Flamingos and also two Lesser Flamingos. A large 
contingent of South African Shelduck was joined by a pair of Cape Teals and a couple of 
Cape Shovelers. Great numbers of African Oystercatchers, a lone Pied Avocet, several 
Hartlaub’s Gulls, and a Greater Crested Tern completed the picture. In terms of waders 
we had to be satisfied with Ruff and Common Greenshank. Several good birds showed on 
the way out. Stopping to photograph a Greater Kestrel also got us onto Grey Tit and Karoo 
Lark, and our last stop produced another pair of Ludwig’s Bustards. Sadly, however, there 
were only brief glimpses for some of us of a pair of calling and displaying Cape Long-billed 
Larks. 

Day 5, 10th November. Springbok to Pofadder  



Only three of us went out for the early morning birding stint. We decided to make the best of 
the clear, still morning and drove down to a nearby dry streambed to look for Cinnamon-
breasted Warbler. Unfortunately there was no sign of the warbler, but we were rewarded with 
great views of Damara Canary foraging in the sand of the riverbed, presumably in search of 
seed. It was great to see Chestnut-vented and Layard’s Warblers in the same tree, which 
made for great comparisons. A lone Fairy Flycatcher moved busily from bush to bush, and 
Karoo Prinia was as common as always. We concluded the early session with a Verreaux’s 
Eagle perched on a massive boulder.  

Back at the lodge we sat down to a superb breakfast before driving towards our next 
destination, the town of Pofadder. We tried at several places just outside Springbok for the 
Cinnamon-breasted Warbler, but again to no avail. A stop at a stream crossing, where there 
were still a few puddles of water, produced fleeting glimpses of Cape Penduline-Tit, a small 
group of Dusky Sunbirds with relatively good views of the male, and crippling views of 
Karoo Long-billed Lark.  

We pushed on, reaching Aardvark Kloof just in time to enjoy our lunch packs in the bit of 
shade available. This is arguably one of the best places in the country for Cinnamon-
breasted Warbler, and it sure lived up to its reputation, with several birds calling around us 
at certain points in time. We continued on, encountering Booted Eagle, Greater Kestrel, and 
Pale Chanting Goshawk on the way, before finding our first groups of larks. While I was 
trying to point Grey-backed Sparrow-Larks out to everyone, Dan spotted our only 
Sclater’s Lark for the trip. A stop at a watering trough got the group better views of the 
sparrow-lark and also good views of Lark-like Bunting. We also spotted at least another two 
Ludwig’s Bustards as well as a displaying Northern Black Korhaan. Everyone marveled 
at the sheer size of our first Sociable Weaver nest, a true engineering masterpiece.  

We arrived at the lodge fairly early, with everyone opting for a bit of R&R. 

Day 6, 11th November. Pofadder to Augrabies Falls National Park 

The group decided against driving the 60km to the Red Lark stakeout and rather do a relaxed 
drive south of town. This turned into a rather productive little drive, and we had hardly 
started before finding Karoo Korhaan, a species high on everyone’s want list. First we saw a 
bird flying, and then there were several birds calling on both sides of the road, where we 
managed to secure great views of the birds on the right-hand side. Bird activity was pumping 
this morning, and we found several more groups of Black-eared Sparrow-Lark, providing 
even better views than on the previous day. Karoo Long-billed Lark called from all around 
us, and we also saw Large-billed, Stark’s, and Karoo Lark. A Double-banded Courser 
came as an added bonus, thanks to the spotting skills of Frances. Other good birds before 
breakfast included Rufous-eared Warbler, Namaqua Sandgrouse, Chat Flycatcher, and 
Northern Black Korhaan.  

Our drive to Augrabies did not include many birding stops, but the one we did make got us 
Fawn-colored Lark and Black-chested Prinia. Craig found a lost wallet next to the road, 
complete with bank cards and some cash; fortunately there was also a pay slip and phone 
numbers, so we were able to track down the owner and later dropped it off at the nearest bank 
for her to collect the next day.  

At Augrabies we saw our first African Red-eyed Bulbuls and also had good views of 
Orange River White-eye.  



Then most of the group decided to drive to a spot near Kakamas for Rosy-faced Lovebird, 
and I was quietly hoping that it would pay off. We arrived at its first known spot with no sign 
of the lovebird, but did pick up Yellow-bellied Eremomela as consolation. We drove a bit 
further and found a nice drinking spot, where the group watched Lark-like Bunting, Cape 
Sparrow, and Laughing Dove drinking, while I played the call for the lovebird. And then I 
heard it, the unmistakable call of Rosy-faced Lovebird. We found a single bird in a tree 
nearby, and elation all around turned into pure joy when we also found our first Swallow-
tailed Bee-eater at the same spot.  

We returned to camp, where we had an early dinner for the group to be able to join the night 
drive, which yielded Spotted Eagle-Owl and a great surprise in Greater Painted-snipe. 

Day 7, 12th November. Augrabies Falls National Park to Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park  

Before breakfast the morning was spent at will to give everyone a chance to enjoy the falls 
after which the park is named. I touched base with most of the group at one point or another, 
as I did my own rounds. Great birds that some or all of us saw included Alpine and African 
Black Swift, Rock Kestrel, African Reed Warbler, African Darter, Karoo Scrub Robin, 
Dusky Sunbird, Pale-winged Starling, and even a Jacobin Cuckoo.  

We enjoyed a hearty breakfast and packed soon after, before departing for Upington. We 
stopped at the bridge over the Orange River, where we were treated to superb views of a 
Goliath Heron and also recorded Little Swift, Rock Kestrel, Grey Heron, African Black 
Duck, and Blacksmith Lapwing here.  

We had to stop in Upington to pick up some supplies, as we would be staying two nights at 
Mata Mata Camp in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, which is self-catering only. As it 
worked out our timing was good for lunch straight after shopping, and we ended up in the 
local Dros Restaurant.  

The trip up north to the park produced the much sough-after Pygmy Falcon; in fact we saw 
several of these diminutive little raptors, hardly larger than a sparrow. We were also treated 
to better views of Northern Black Korhaan and stumbled upon another pair of Double-
banded Coursers near the park gate. After checking in at the Twee Rivieren Camp we went 
for a walk in the camp grounds, where we found lots of Scaly-feathered Weavers, Familiar 
Chat, and the ever-gorgeous Crimson-breasted Shrike. 

Day 8, 13th November. Twee Rivieren Camp to Mata Mata Camp  

We decided on an early morning drive and got going as soon as the camp gates opened. We 
were hardly on the road when we got our first major bird, a splendid Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl 
perched low in a large camelthorn tree. We saw several more Crimson-breasted Shrikes, 
Sociable Weaver, Black-headed Heron, Brubru, Fawn-colored Lark, and a few Common 
Scimitarbills. We also found our first Tawny Eagle and lots of Pale Chanting Goshawks.  

Out drive back to camp for breakfast took somewhat longer than anticipated, resulting in our 
leaving Twee Rivieren only at 9:30. Raptors were plentiful in the park, and we soon had 
another encounter with Pygmy Falcon, and soon after that we were treated to spectacular 
family interactions between an immature Secretarybird and its parents. One of the adults 
brought the youngster a snake, which it greedily gulped down, while the other adult 
proceeded to line the nest for the next breeding attempt. Other good raptors included White-
backed Vulture, Martial Eagle, Black-chested Snake Eagle, Greater Kestrel, and an 
immature Lanner Falcon. We eventually caught up with Ashy Tit, a bird we had tried for in 



Twee Rivieren Camp without success. Common Ostrich was plentiful, and we recorded a 
few more Northern Black Korhaans and even a lone Spike-heeled Lark. Kori Bustard 
was another crowd favorite, and I was actually very surprised that we only encountered a 
single bird the whole day, in contrast to eight secretarybirds. Another show-stopper came in 
the form of a mother cheetah with two cubs, feeding on a springbok carcass. We spent some 
time with these magnificent animals, a moment that every first-time visitor to Africa dreams 
of. Other good birds en route included Acacia Pied Barbet, Chestnut-vented Warbler, 
Black-chested Prinia, Cape Starling, Namaqua Dove, Green-winged Pytilia, and 
Crowned Lapwing.  

At Mata Mata Camp the group decided on another night drive, which produced Southern 
White-faced Owl, Spotted Eagle-Owl, and Spotted Thick-knee, as well as good mammals 
like African wildcat. 

Day 9, 14th November. Mata Mata Camp  

After the previous night’s roaring lions just outside camp we anticipated finding them nearby 
in the morning, but this was not to be. We spent about an hour and a half on the drive, finding 
only bat-eared fox. We did manage to find several spectacular birds, though, which included 
several Secretarybirds, Common Ostrich, Northern Black Korhaan, and Swallow-tailed 
Bee-eater.  

Back at the camp we watched several groups of Namaqua Sandgrouse coming in to drink. 
Further exploration of the camp revealed a Western Barn Owl struggling to find a roost 
where it would not be disturbed, both Black-faced and Violet-eared Waxbills, Red-headed 
Finch, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, an amazingly obliging African Cuckoo, Kalahari 
Scrub Robin, and Common Scimitarbill.  

Only Kay and Sarah joined me for a drive, and even in the heat of the day we found Kori 
Bustard, Martial Eagle, a pair of Spotted Thick-knee, Tawny Eagle, Gabar Goshawk, 
Lesser Grey Shrike, and Striped Kingfisher.  

Our late afternoon drive was less productive, as the heat was still quite oppressing, but some 
good birds came in the form of Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill, Brown Snake Eagle, 
Sabota Lark, and Groundscraper Thrush. The magnificent end to the day were four adult 
cheetahs in the riverbed on the way back to camp. 

Day 10, 15th November. Mata Mata Camp (Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park) to Upington 

We decided on a really early breakfast and got on the way soon after. En route we found  
similar birds to the previous day, with the addition of Red-faced Mousebird, Pririt Batis, 
and Spotted Flycatcher. We arrived at the Montrose waterhole just in time for some 
sandgrouse action: First good numbers of Namaqua Sandgrouse came in with their 
distinctive calls carrying through the air, and then we observed the arrival of small flocks of 
Burchell’s Sandgrouse, quieter in their approach and seeming to spend even less time 
drinking than Namaqua Sandgrouse, hardly long enough to focus one’s binoculars on them. 
Just slightly further on we came upon a family of spotted hyena, apparently well fed and in a 
playful mood, with three more, presumably from the same family group, a little further on. 
We decided to take a slightly longer route out of the park, crossing over the dunes to join the 
Nossob road. To our surprise the road was closed due to flood damage, but we managed to 
find a detour, saving us from having to go all the way back to the Mata Mata road.  



After exiting the park and having lunch at the Molopo Kalahari Lodge in the “Green 
Kalahari”, we continued to our overnight accommodation at a lodge about 50km outside of 
Upington. A familiar suite of birds awaited us here, and we welcomed old friends such as 
Karoo Scrub Robin, White-throated Swallow, Chestnut-vented Warbler, and Grey-
backed Sparrow-Lark. We enjoyed the hospitality of our hosts, and the impeccable dinner 
was most welcome after two days of self-catering at Mata Mata Camp. 

Day 11, 16th November. Upington to Kimberley 

We woke to a rather chilly Kalahari morning, a feature that would repeat itself over the 
coming days. We set forth exploring our surroundings but found very few birds willing to 
brave the wind. Cape and Southern Grey-headed Sparrows were still at their usual 
abundance despite the weather, and we found Black-winged Stilt, Egyptian Goose, 
Blacksmith Lapwing, and Hadada Ibis at the farm dam. Fiscal Flycatcher posed nicely on 
a tree, and a pair of Acacia Pied Barbets looked a quiver tree up and down for potential 
nesting holes. A Dusky Sunbird showed nicely, and a lone Pygmy Falcon sat close to a 
Sociable Weaver colony.   

A short stop as we crossed the Orange River on our way through Upington produced White-
breasted and Reed Cormorants, and we managed great views of African Darter. A single 
Giant Kingfisher passed overhead, and Levaillant’s Cisticola called from the reeds. South-
African Cliff Swallows were nesting in their hundreds under the bridge, and while we were 
there a truck honked its horn and they all took to the air, quite a spectacle!  

We had lunch in a small town en route; it actually took us a while to find a spot for lunch as 
our usual spot was closed because it was a Sunday.  

The rest of the day was spent eating up as much mileage as possible towards Kimberley, 
spotting Kori Bustard on the way. We arrived at Marrick Safari in good time and with 
enough daylight to get all the bags unloaded and everyone into their rooms before dark. 

Day 12, 17th November. Kimberley (Marrick Safari) 

Our first sortie today was around the homestead, were some mixed Acacia woodland 
provided good looks at Brubru, Ashy Tit, and a small family group of Yellow-bellied 
Eremomela. We watched a Diederik Cuckoo feeding caterpillars to its partner, probably 
some form of courtship, and Black-cheeked Waxbills moving from tree to tree. Moving 
toward the pan we almost immediately bumped into displaying Eastern Clapper Lark, 
followed by Spike-heeled and a small party of Pink-billed Larks. Ant-eating Chats were 
everywhere, and a pair of Double-banded Coursers put in a showing as well. Blue Cranes 
were seen in the distance, and several Northern Black Korhaans rose into the air in their 
typical display. Heading back for breakfast we recorded our first Lesser Kestrel of the trip.  

After breakfast we headed for Kamfers Dam, where we hoped to see masses of Lesser 
Flamingos. Access was difficult, however, compounded by the fact that recent heavy rains 
had formed huge pools that blocked the usual entrance from the N12. The upside was that we 
recorded several good birds in these very pools, including our first Hottentot Teal of the trip 
as well as Red-billed Teal, White-faced Duck, Black-winged Stilt, and Common 
Moorhen. After some driving around we decided to park the van at the casino and walk 
down to the dam, where we marveled at the sheer number of Lesser Flamingos and also a 
few Greater Flamingos. Other good birds here were Cape Shoveler, Yellow-billed Duck, 
Red-knobbed Coot, and Pied Avocet.  



We returned to the lodge for lunch and a short rest before some afternoon birding. A walk 
around the rocky outcrop near the farmstead found us a Smith’s red rock rabbit, a Spotted 
Eagle-Owl, and also superb views of Quailfinch drinking at a small waterhole.  

A night drive that evening proved superb, as we found aardvark, black-footed cat, aardwolf 
and Cape porcupine. A Western Barn Owl and the delightful Burchell’s Courser made up 
the birding side of things. 

Day 13, 18th November. Last day in Kimberley (Marrick Safaris) 

Our final day arrived, and another short stint on the pan got us Pink-billed Lark, Grey-
backed Sparrow-Lark, Rufous-eared Warbler, and Lesser Grey Shrike, a first for some.  
After some discussion during the previous day as to our birding plans for today it had been  
decided that we would drive the hundred or so kilometers to Spitskop Dam, a fairly large 
impoundment north of Kimberley that is well known among birders, but this would be my 
first visit to the area.  

We drove there on a pretty good road and started birding at the high-water bridge across the 
Harts River, where we found Goliath Heron, Grey Heron, Common Ringed Plover, 
Curlew Sandpiper, and Pied Kingfisher before heading for the dam proper. The dam was 
full to the brim from recent rains but still yielded several good birds, such as Little Stint, 
African Swamphen, Yellow-billed Stork, and then to everyone’s delight a showy Black 
Heron. Both Whiskered and White-winged Terns were plentiful, and several Grey-headed 
Gulls patrolled the edges.  

Unfortunately time caught up with us, as we still had to get Frances to the airport and the 
others to their guest house, and with Kimberley about an hour and a half’s drive away we 
pushed on. Admittedly we did little justice to the birding potential of Spitskop Dam.  

Sadly this was the end of another great trip. 

 

BIRD LIST NAMAQUALAND - KGALAGADI - KIMBERLEY NOVEMBER 2014 
Endemic birds highlighted Bold.  SA = South African Endemic, SnA = Endemic to Southern Africa, 

NE = Near endemic to Southern African Region.   RAR = Rarity    Status 

Endem
i

c? Common Name (IOC 4.4) Scientific Name (IOC 4.4) 

T
 r i p 

      STRUTHIONIFORMES   

    Ostriches Struthionidae   

    Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 1 
      ANSERIFORMES   
    Ducks, Geese and Swans Anatidae   

    White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 1 
    Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 1 
    Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 1 
  SnA South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 1 
  NE Cape Shoveler Anas smithii 1 
    Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 1 



    African Black Duck Anas sparsa 1 
    Cape Teal Anas capensis 1 
    Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 1 
    Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 1 
      GALLIFORMES   
    Guineafowl Numididae   
    Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 1 
    Pheasants and allies Phasianidae   
  SnA Cape Spurfowl Pternistis capensis 1 
  SA Grey-winged Francolin Scleroptila afra 1 
      SPHENISCIFOMES   
      Spheniscidae   
E NE African Penguin Spheniscus demersus 1 
      PODICIPEDIFORMES   
    Grebes Podicipedidae   
    Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 1 
      PHOENICOPTERIFORMES   
    Flamingos Phoenicopteridae   
    Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus 1 

NT   Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 1 
      CICONIIFORMES   
    Storks Ciconiidae   
    Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 1 
      PELECANIFORMES   
    Ibises, spoonbills Threskiornithidae   
    African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 1 
    Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 1 
    Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 1 
    African Spoonbill Platalea alba 1 
    Herons, Bitterns Ardeidae   
    Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 1 
    Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 1 
    Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 1 
    Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 1 
    Little Egret Egretta garzetta 1 
    Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 1 
    Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 1 
    Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 1 
    Hamerkop Scopidae   
    Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 1 
    Pelicans Pelecanidae   
    Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 1 



      SULIFORMES   
    Cormorants, Shags Phalacrocoracidae   
E NE Cape Cormorant Phalacrocorax capensis 1 
E SnA Bank Cormorant Phalacrocorax neglectus 1 
    White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus 1 
    Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 1 
    Anhingas, Darters Anhingidae   
    African Darter Anhinga rufa 1 
      ACCIPITRIFORMES   
    Secretarybird Sagittariidae   
V   Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 1 
    Kites, Hawks and Eagles Accipitridae   
    Black-winged (-shouldered) Kite Elanus caeruleus 1 
    African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 1 
E   White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus 1 
    Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 1 
    Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 1 
V   Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 1 
    Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 1 
    Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 1 
    Verreaux's Eagle Aquila verreauxii 1 
    African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 1 
    Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 1 
  NE Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus 1 
    African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 1 
V SnA Black Harrier Circus maurus 1 
    Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 1 
    Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus 1 
  SnA Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 1 

      OTIDIFORMES   
    Bustards Otididae   
NT   Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 1 
E NE Ludwig's Bustard Neotis ludwigii 1 

NT   Denham's Bustard Neotis denhami 1 
  SnA Karoo Korhaan Eupodotis vigorsii 1 
V SA Southern Black Korhaan Afrotis afra 1 
  NE Northern Black Korhaan Afrotis afraoides 1 
      GRUIFORMES   
    Rails, Crakes and Coots Rallidae   
    African Swamphen Porphyrio madagascariensis 1 
    Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 1 
    Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 1 



    Cranes Gruidae   
V SnA Blue Crane Grus paradisea 1 
      CHARADRIIFORMES   
    Stone Curlews, Thick-knees Burhinidae   
    Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis 1 
    Oystercatchers Haematopodidae   

NT SnA African Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini 1 
    Stilts, Avocets Recurvirostridae   
    Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 1 
    Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 1 
    Plovers Charadriidae   
    Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 
    Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 1 
    Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 1 
    Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 1 
    Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 1 
    Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1 
    Painted-snipes Rostratulidae   
    Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 1 
    Sandpipers, Snipes Scolopacidae   
    Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 1 
    Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1 
    Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1 
    Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 1 
    Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 1 
    Little Stint Calidris minuta 1 
    Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 1 
    Ruff Philomachus pugnax 1 
    Coursers, Pratincoles Glareolidae   
  NE Burchell's Courser Cursorius rufus 1 
    Double-banded Courser Rhinoptilus africanus 1 
    Gulls, Terns and Skimmers Laridae   
    Grey-headed Gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 1 
  SnA Hartlaub's Gull Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 1 
    Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus 1 
    Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 1 
    Greater Crested (Swift)  Tern Thalasseus bergii 1 
    Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 1 
    Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 1 
    White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 1 
      PTEROCLIFORMES   
    Sandgrouse Pteroclidae   



  NE Namaqua Sandgrouse Pterocles namaqua 1 
  NE Burchell's Sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli 1 
      COLUMBIFORMES   
    Pigeons, Doves Columbidae   
    Rock Dove Columba livia 1 
    Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 1 
    Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 1 
    Ring-necked (Cape Turtle) Dove Streptopelia capicola 1 
    Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 1 
    Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 1 
      CUCULIFORMES   
    Cuckoos Cuculidae   
  NE Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii H 
    Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 1 
    Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 1 
    Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 1 
    African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 1 
      STRIGIFORMES   
    Barn Owls Tytonidae   
    Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 1 
    Owls Strigidae   
    Southern White-faced Owl Ptilopsis granti 1 
  RAR Cape Eagle-Owl Bubo capensis   
    Spotted Eagle-Owl Bubo africanus 1 
    Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 1 
      APODIFORMES   
    Swifts Apodidae   
    African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 1 
    Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 1 
    Common Swift Apus apus 1 
    African Black Swift Apus barbatus 1 
    Little Swift Apus affinis 1 
    White-rumped Swift Apus caffer 1 
    Horus Swift Apus horus 1 
      COLIIFORMES   
    Mousebirds Coliidae   
    Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 1 
  SnA White-backed Mousebird Colius colius 1 
    Red-faced Mousebird Urocolius indicus 1 
      CORACIIFORMES   
    Rollers Coraciidae   
    Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 1 



    Kingfishers Alcedinidae   
    Striped Kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti 1 
    Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 1 
    Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 1 
    Bee-eaters Meropidae   
    Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 1 
    European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 1 
      BUCEROTIFORMES   
    Hoopoes Upupidae   
    African Hoopoe Upupa africana 1 
    Wood Hoopoes Phoeniculidae   
    Green Wood-Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 1 
    Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 1 
    Hornbills Bucerotidae   
    African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 1 
  NE Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 1 
      PICIFORMES   
    African Barbets Lybiidae   
  NE Acacia Pied Barbet Tricholaema leucomelas 1 
    Woodpeckers Picidae   
    Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni H 

NT SA Knysna Woodpecker Campethera notata 1 
    Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 1 
      FALCONIFORMES   
    Caracaras, Falcons Falconidae   
    Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus 1 
    Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides 1 
    Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 1 
    Rock Kestrel Falco rupicolus 1 
    Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 1 
    Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 1 
      PSITTACIFORMES   
    Parrots Psittacidae   
  NE Rosy-faced Lovebird Agapornis roseicollis 1 
      PASSERIFORMES   
    Wattle-eyes, Batises Platysteiridae   
  NE Pririt Batis Batis pririt 1 
    Bushshrikes Malaconotidae   
  NE Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus 1 
  SnA Southern Tchagra Tchagra tchagra 1 
  SnA Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 1 
    Brubru Nilaus afer 1 



  NE Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 1 
    Shrikes Laniidae   
    Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 1 
    Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 1 
    Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 1 
    Drongos Dicruridae   
    Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 1 
    Crows, Jays Corvidae   
    Cape Crow Corvus capensis 1 
    Pied Crow Corvus albus 1 
    White-necked Raven Corvus albicollis 1 
    Rockjumpers Chaetopidae   
  SA Cape Rockjumper Chaetops frenatus 1 
    Fairy Flycatchers Stenostiridae   
  SnA Fairy Flycatcher Stenostira scita 1 
    Tits, Chickadees Paridae   
  NE Ashy Tit Melaniparus cinerascens 1 
  SnA Grey Tit Melaniparus afer 1 
    Penduline Tits Remizidae   
  NE Cape Penduline-Tit Anthoscopus minutus 1 
    Larks Alaudidae   

  SnA Eastern Clapper Lark Mirafra fasciolata 1 
  NE Fawn-colored Lark Calendulauda africanoides 1 
  NE Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 1 
  SA Karoo Lark Calendulauda albescens 1 
  SA Agulhas Long-billed Lark Certhilauda brevirostris 1 

  SnA Karoo Long-billed Lark Certhilauda subcoronata 1 
  SA Cape Long-billed Lark Certhilauda curvirostris 1 
  NE Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 1 
    Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 1 
  NE Pink-billed Lark Spizocorys conirostris 1 

NT NE Sclater's Lark Spizocorys sclateri 1 
  NE Stark's Lark Spizocorys starki 1 

  NE Large-billed Lark Galerida magnirostris 1 
  SnA Black-eared Sparrowlark Eremopterix australis 1 
  NE Grey-backed Sparrowlark Eremopterix verticalis 1 
    Bulbuls Pycnonotidae   
  NE African Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans 1 
  SA Cape Bulbul Pycnonotus capensis 1 
    Swallows, Martins Hirundinidae   
    Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 1 
    Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 1 



    White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 1 
    Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 1 
  NE Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 1 
    Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa 1 
  SA South African Cliff-Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 1 
    Crombecs, African Warblers Macrosphenidae   
    Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 1 
    Reed Warblers and allies Acrocephalidae   
    Lesser Swamp-Warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris 1 
    African Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus baeticatus 1 
    Cisticolas and allies Cisticolidae   
    Grey-backed Cisticola Cisticola subruficapilla 1 
    Levaillant's Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 1 
    Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla 1 
    Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1 
    Desert Cisticola Cisticola aridulus 1 
  SnA Karoo Prinia Prinia maculosa 1 
    Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 1 
  SnA Rufous-eared Warbler Malcorus pectoralis 1 
  NE Black-chested Prinia Prinia flavicans 1 
  SnA Cinnamon-breasted Warbler Euryptila subcinnamomea 1 
    Yellow-bellied Eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis 1 
  SnA Karoo Eremomela Eremomela gregalis 1 
    Sylviid Babblers Sylviidae   
  NE Chestnut-vented Warbler (Tit-Babbler) Sylvia subcaerulea 1 
  SnA Layard's Warbler (Tit-Babbler) Sylvia layardi 1 
    White-eyes Zosteropidae   
  SnA Cape White-eye Zosterops virens 1 
  SnA Orange River White-eye Zosterops pallidus 1 
    Sugarbirds Promeropidae   
  SA Cape Sugarbird Promerops cafer 1 
    Starlings, Rhabdornis Sturnidae   
    Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 1 
    Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 1 
  NE Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 1 
  SA Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor 1 
    Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 1 
  NE Pale-winged Starling Onychognathus nabouroup 1 
    Thrushes Turdidae   
    Groundscraper Thrush Turdus litsitsirupa 1 
  SnA Karoo Thrush Turdus smithi 1 
    Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae   



    Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 1 
  SnA Karoo Scrub Robin Cercotrichas coryphoeus 1 
    African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 1 
    Capped Wheatear Oenanthe pileata 1 
  SnA Mountain Wheatear Myrmecocichla monticola 1 
    Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 1 
  NE Karoo Chat Emarginata schlegelii 1 
  NE Tractrac Chat Emarginata tractrac 1 
  SnA Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 1 
  NE Chat Flycatcher Malaenornis infuscatus 1 
  SnA Marico Flycatcher Malaenornis mariquensis 1 
  SnA Fiscal Flycatcher Malaenornis silens 1 
    Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 1 
    Sunbirds Nectariniidae   
  SA Orange-breasted Sunbird Anthobaphes violacea 1 
    Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 1 
  SnA Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 1 
  NE Dusky Sunbird Cinnyris fuscus 1 
    Old World Sparrows, Snowfinches Passeridae   
    White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 1 
  SnA Sociable Weaver Philetairus socius 1 
    House Sparrow Passer domesticus 1 
  SnA Cape Sparrow Passer melanurus 1 
    Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 1 
    Weavers, Widowbirds Ploceidae   
  NE Scaly-feathered Weaver (Finch) Sporopipes squamifrons 1 
  SA Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 1 
    Southern Masked Weaver Ploceus velatus 1 
    Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 1 
    Yellow-crowned Bishop Euplectes afer 1 
    Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 1 
    Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 1 
    Waxbills, Munias and allies Estrildidae   
    Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 1 
  NE Red-headed Finch Amadina erythrocephala 1 
  NE Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus 1 
    Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 1 
    Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 1 
    Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis 1 
    Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis 1 
    Indigobirds, Whydahs Viduidae   
    Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 1 



    Wagtails, Pipits Motacillidae   
    Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 1 
    African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 1 
    Finches Fringillidae   
    Black-throated Canary Crithagra atrogularis 1 
  NE Yellow Canary Crithagra flaviventris 1 
    Brimstone Canary Crithagra sulphurata 1 
  NE Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis 1 
  NE White-throated Canary Crithagra albogularis 1 
    Cape Canary Serinus canicollis 1 
  SnA Damara Canary Serinus alario leucolaemus 1 
    Buntings, New World Sparrows and 

allies 
Emberizidae   

  NE Lark-like Bunting Emberiza impetuani 1 
  NE Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 1 

    TOTAL   260 
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  RODENTIA   

True mice and rats, gerbils, and relatives Muridae   

Brants’s whistling rat Parotomys brantsii 1 
Four-striped grass mouse Rhabdomys pumilio 1 
Dassie rat Petromuridae   
Dassie rat Petromus typicus 1 
Squirrels and relatives Sciuridae   
South African ground squirrel Xerus inauris 1 
Old World Porcupines Hystricidae   
Porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis 1 
Spring hares Pedetidae   
Spring hare Pedetes capensis 1 
  LAGOMORPHA   
Hares and rabbits Leporidae   
Cape hare Lepus capensis 1 
Scrub hare Lepus saxatilis 1 
Smith's red rock hare Pronolagus rupestris 1 
  HYRACOIDEA   
Hyraxes Procaviidae   
Rock hyrax Procavia capensis 1 
  PERISSODACTYLA   



Horses and relatives Equidae   
Cape mountain zebra Equus zebra zebra 1 
Plains zebra Equus quagga 1 
  ARTIODACTYLA   
Giraffes and okapis Giraffidae   
Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis 1 
Cattle, antelopes and relatives Bovidae   
Black wildebeest Connochaetes gnou 1 
Common wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus 1 
Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 1 
Springbok Antidorcas marsupialis 1 
Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 1 
Steenbok Raphicerus campestris 1 
Gemsbok Oryx gazella 1 
Eland Taurotragus oryx 1 
  CARNIVORA   
Hyaenas and aardwolf Hyaenidae   
Aardwolf Proteles cristatus 1 
Spotted hyaena Crocuta crocuta 1 
Cats Felidae   
Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus 1 
African wildcat Felis silvestris lybica 1 
Black-footed cat Felis nigripes 1 
Dogs, wolves and foxes Canidae   
Bat-eared fox Otocyon megalotis 1 
Black-backed jackal Canis mesomelas 1 
Mongooses Herpestidae   
Meerkat Suricata suricatta 1 
Yellow mongoose Cynictis penicillata 1 
Slender mongoose Galerella sanguinea 1 
  PRIMATES   
Old World monkeys Cercopithecidae   
Chacma baboon Papio ursinus 1 
Vervet  Chlorocebus pygerythrus 1 
  TUBULIDENTATA   
Aardvark Orycteropodidae   
Aardvark Orycteropus afer 1 
TOTAL   34 
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